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“What is that...... ?” 
Carmine muttered, dumbfounded. He was suffering from intense shock. 


The airship (the Asmodeus) on which Carmine and his apprentices rode on 
turned at high speeds whilst exposed to the soft sunlight. 


A shadow fell over the deck, and Carmine felt his vision narrow. 


Something gigantic, comparable in size to the Asmodeus, approached from the 
sky with a foreboding presence 


“How big! And fast!!” 
Carmine groaned and mounted the Main Gauche. 


It obstructed the Asmodeus’ path with incredible speed, and effortlessly fired off 
high-power energy bullets. 


The Asmodeus frantically swerved around while attempting to counterattack, 
however, it was not in a position to fight against its attacker. 


Before they knew it, someone had been snatched away, with nothing they could 
to stop it. 


“Rose—!!” 

From the deck, a boy with a bushy tail called out the girl’s name at the top of his 
voice. The silver-haired girl had been seized by an enormous arm, and was desperately 
trying to struggle free. 

However, the talons that dug into the silver-haired girl’s body were unyielding. 

“Everyone...... escape...... 


The girl’s voice gradually became weaker as she lost her vitality. 


“Rose!! Damn it—” 


They immensely wanted to somehow rescue her, but were unable to even 
approach the object. It was a miracle that they had not been shot down yet. 


The reason for that being because of the young girl piloting the Asmodeus, who 
was merely 5 years old. 


“Chocolat, you mustn't come here!!” 
The captured girl screamed. 


The Asmodeus attempted to horizontally slip through the gigantic object, 
however an arm that extended from a blind spot drew near. 


The silver-haired girl tried to hastily deploy defensive magic, however she 
instantly cried out, and the incantation was stopped. 


“Aaah, Rose—!!” 

The boy yelled out. 

The large object was crushing the silver-haired girl excessively. 
“Kh—!!” 


Carmine grinded his teeth. The Main Gauche, which had lost its wings along with 
its ability to fly, was of no use. 


A high-energy beam was fired from the object and penetrated the bridge. 
Time had come to a stop. 

“CHOCOLAAAAT—!!” 

The boy’s scream shook the atmosphere. 


Continuous light bullets pierced through the deck a second time. The boy’s figure 
was nowhere to be found. His screams had not even been audible. 


“Red?” 


Slightly delayed, the engine caught fire. Although Carmine was able to jump off 
quickly, without any footing, he merely fell through the air. 





“Wha—!?” 


The Caninu man (Carmine) lying in the hammock had fallen on the ground with a 
miserable shout. 


“Hehe—, | got youl” 


A Caninu boy (Red) with a bushy tail had taken revenge for working him so hard 
by unfastening the hammock’s string. He was already running away. 


“Are you alright?” 


A Hybrid girl (Rose) with silver hair extended her hand to the fallen Carmine. 


Rose had an unusual appearance in that she didn’t have a tail or long nose, and 
had nothing covering her body besides her hair. 


She had been pursued due to escaping from a facility about a month ago. She 
was now being sheltered by Carmine and the others. She would be 14 years old this 
year, but because she was abducted to the facility at an early age, she did not know her 
exact birthdate. 


“What's the matter?” 


With Rose’s voice, Carmine made a slightly a surprised face and blinked his 
eyes. Then, he slowly looked around. 


Mes bawt A dream?” 
Carmine muttered and pitiably sighed. Despite having fell asleep and currently 
fallen to the ground, he still had a hat that covered his head, appearing worn-out from 


long use. 


He seemed to be feeling unusually down for someone who was normally so 
easygoing. 


wadead Was it because | was involved?” 
Carmine was deep in thought with a seemingly grave expression. 
“Did you have a bad dream?” 


Rose asked, concerned. It was incredible that Carmine could seemingly predict 
the future. It was a fact that Rose had been saved by that power before. 


“No, it’s no big deal” 


Grasping Rose’s hand, Carmine got up, whereupon he relaxed his expression 
and gave a fearless smile. 


Rose felt embarrassed to see their eyes meet, and cast her eyes downward. 
Carmine’s hand was much bigger than she had thought. 


“Red's birthday is tomorrow. ...... It’s almost time now” 
“Almost time?” 


Red would be 10 tomorrow, and she had heard that the orphanage would be 
closing down. 


“Let’s gather everyone” 


It seemed the time had come. 





The various floating islands of many sizes that made up the Shepherd Republic 
had a mild climate all throughout the year. More than 30 years had passed since the 
2nd Incantation War with the neighboring Abyssina, and the Caninu and Felineko were 
no longer disputing with each other, and co-existed on cordial terms. 


About ten kilometers south from the Republic’s largest floating island, the capital 
of Pharaoh, was a small island with a population of only a few hundred people. 


From the outskirts of the small island, there were only two orphans left at 
Panne’s orphanage. 


Tomorrow, the Caninu boy, Red, would reach his 10th birthday with Chocolat, 
who was only 5 years old. 


“We eatin’, yet?” 


The mischievous Red, with a brown and bushy tail, brazenly imitated Carmine’s 
rough manner of speech. 


However, Rose knew that he truly possessed a kind sense of justice. 


“Big bro, you have to speak more properly—” 


Chocolat’s pink fur color and precociousness made her appear quite charming. 
At times, Rose wanted to tightly hug Chocolat with all her strength, however she had yet 
to do so. 

Though they were not blood-related, the boy and girl were like siblings. 

“Today is Red’s favorite, hamburger steak” 


“For real? Wooow!!” 


The elderly woman who had just appeared was the director, Panne. Contrary to 
her calm appearance, the Felineko seemed to brim with mischievous curiosity 


Strangely enough, people seemed to be able to calmly talk to her about anything 
when she was around. 


“Everyone's gathered” 
And Rose, a former Felineko girl whose body had been transformed into 
something abhorrent in exchange for obtaining powers that far exceeded any ordinary 


person. 


However, Rose detested those powers on a personal level, and would not use 
them to their limits, unless it was absolutely necessary. 


And now, she wore a robe around her body to conceal her skin, as well as 
bandages wrapped around the exposed skin on her hands and feet. 


In front of the four people gathered at the table, Carmine announced to them, 
“The orphanage is closing down” 


They all had the same reaction. As they had been previously informed, no one 
was surprised. 


“It can’t be helped” 


Panne’s isolated and murmuring voice resounded solitarily. Panne had faith that 
Carmine’s premonitions were divine messages from God. 


“What about Master?” 
“lll be leaving this country” 
“Huuuh—?” 


“But why?” 
Red and Chocolat uttered in hysteric voices. 


Rose too, was taken aback by the unexpected remark. They had believed that 
Carmine would continue his Hunter work in the country. 


“Well then, how about | follow you!” 


“Me too!” 


Red and Chocolat raised their hands together to embark with Carmine. The pair's 
faces shined. 


“No” 


With that single word, Carmine bluntly refused them. 


“What?” 

Red would have never considered being rejected, and moved his eyes down. 
“You have to be this world’s savior” 

“| don’t know what you’re talking about, Master” 

“It’s for your sake. The time will come when you will understand” 


“| don’t know what you’re talking about right now!!” 


Red blew his emotions. 


However, Carmine did not attempt to explain any further. 

“Master, are you going to be gone?” 

Chocolat, who had been unable to keep up with the situation, timidly questioned 
him in a small voice. And after looking between Rose and Panne’s faces, it seemed she 
finally understood the truth of the matter. 


“Is it really...... 


At soon as Chocolat managed to scrape out those words, her face contorted and 
she began to cry. 


Not knowing how to comfort Chocolat, Rose was unable to raise her voice. 
“Well then, what should | do?” 


“Do whatever you want with yourself. You've been trained with the ability to do 
sO 


In the end, Carmine coldly pushed him away. 
Panne seemed to merely look at Carmine with sorrow. 


Rose, who had only been there for a month, and could still be considered an 
outsider, was unable to get a word in between the two. 


Red probably understood that no one would stand by him. 

“Grrr, Master is stupid, an idiot, | hate you, | hope your tail comes off—!!” 
Red spat out that sharp parting remark, and rushed out of the room. 
“Waaah, it’s Master's lover, he just wants to run away with his lover!” 
Chocolat ran out the same way to chase after Red. 


Only the awkward atmosphere was left behind. Rose and Carmine caught each 
other’s eyes. 


nade Is it a lover?” 
“That’s not it” 
“Hmm,” 

Carmine smiled bitterly and shrugged his shoulders. 


“So what are you going to do?” 


Carmine waited for Rose’s response. 


It had not been long since she fled from the experiment facility and became 
aware of the outside world. 


She wasn’t confident she could live on her own in the first place. The world would 
almost certainly never accept Rose. 


Anxiety spread to Rose’s chest. 
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“Ngh” 
Rose climbed to the top of the roof from the window. 
“Oof—” 


The sun had already gone down, and the stars were shining in the jet-black sky. 


Rose spoke to the boy who was laying down with his back turned to her. 
“Red, | brought you some food” 

“| don’t want any” 

With a pouting tone of voice, Red kept his back turned. 


Because the hearty eater Red had not returned for dinner, Rose brought him a 
meal. 


With skillful balance, Rose advanced across the slanted roof and sat down next 
to Red. 


For some time, they took in the atmosphere without saying a word. 
Then, Red’s stomach powerfully growled.. 

“Ugh— 

Red’s embarrassment seemed to mellow him out. 

“Okay” 

Rose arranged the food on a plate and presented it to him. 


“You like hamburger steak, don’t you? It’s really delicious when it’s sandwiched 
between bread” 


She hadn’t believed that he would be able to win against his appetite. Red was in 
a state of reluctance when he received it, however he soon sunk his teeth in vigorously. 


Rose held her chest at the sight of it. His full stomach had subsided his anger. 
He seemed sure of himself. 


aes | was found by Master about a year ago” 


“Is that so?” 


It was not surprising either. They were living in an orphanage, after all. Perhaps 
Chocolat had similar circumstances. 


“What were you doing up until then?” 
“| don’t remember” 


He seemed to have collapsed somewhere near the small island when he was 
found, but had no memory of before then. 


“| was collapsed with that Robo” 

“That Robo?” 

“It looks like it’s name is the DAHAK, but | don’t really get it” 
“Ah, that’s—” 


She had seen it in the Asmodeus’ hangar. The Robo appeared to be important to 
Red, however it seemed to not be completely ready for operation yet. 


“But, | guess | thought | was lucky. Because, Master’s crazy strong. Even now, if 
| gave it my all, | still couldn’t possibly hope to compete with him. | thought someone like 
that could train me...... 


Red’s eyes shined as he conveyed and gestured Carmine’s greatness to Rose. 


Rose kept silent as she thoughtfully listened. She could understand how much 
Red idolized Carmine. 


It was for that reason why Red felt so betrayed. 
“I’m just getting in Master’s way” 


“Don’t think such things. Perhaps Carmine deemed you to be able to stand on 
your own, Red” 


“Is that true?” 


Red’s eyes seemed to cling to her as listened for her response. 


“Otherwise, | don’t think that Carmine would just abandon you” 


Even if he became stronger, he was still just a 10 year old boy. He did not yet 
have the experience to overcome the feeling of loneliness and helplessness. 


“If you keep acting like that, Red, Chocolat will be even more uneasy” 


“Chocolat...... ee 


“Mmhmm. Now, you will protect Chocolat. Carmine entrusted Chocolat to you, 
Red” 


“Did he really?” 

“That’s right” 

With Rose’s powerful affirmation, Red seemed to know what he had set in mind. 
“I get it...... that sort of thing” 

Strong force returned to Red’s eyes. 

“So, start out full of spirit” 

“| understand!!” 


Just like that, Red got back on his feet, and tightly grasped his fist with energy. 


“Thanks, Rosell!” 


Breaking through his doubts and achieving great development, Red vigorously 
jumped to the ground. 





Rose laid down on the roof. She felt significant envy towards the straight-minded 
Red. 


Countless stars were shining in the sky. 
“Beautiful...... 


There seemed to be something in the stars called a constellation, however Rose 
did not know what it was. 


“Ah—” 
Just then, a star passed by. 
“Oh right, that’s a shooting star” 


Chocolat had said that if you wished on one as it passed by, the wish would 
come true. 


Rose was nervous at the feeling that she may never see one shoot by again. 
However, she immediately became astonished. 

ee My wish?) 

She wondered what in the world she should wish for. 

She would like to see more of the world— 


It was such a vague desire that she harbored, but she didn’t know what else to 
think of. 


What in the world could she do for herself? Who in the world did she need? 


“What am I...... ‘ 


How could Rose live in a world that rejected her? 

“siiiigh~” 

Rose involuntarily breathed out a large sigh. 

“Ufufu, you seem troubled” 

“Huh!? Ah, Director” 

Panne was unexpectedly peeking her face out from the window. 
“But for Red, you really did seem like his big sister” 

“Y-You heard that!?” 


Her face was red to the degree that it seemed as if it could combust into flames 
at any second. 


Although she behaved like Red’s elder sister, Rose was not so different from him 
mentally. Rather, Red had accumulated more world experience than her. 


However, she had been patient because she knew that expressing her true 
feelings there would only have made Red more anxious. 


“If only | had had more confidence” 

“Confidence, huh...... 

The director briefly said, however she wondered where she could possess the 
components of confidence. In addition to being naive of the world, she had such a 


peculiar appearance. 


“Director, you’re so remarkable. After all, you’ve run this orphanage, and helped 
out all these children, haven't you?” 


There was nothing that could compare to a person like that. 


“I’m not remarkable. After all, I've always regretted it,” 

“There’s something...... you regret?” 

“Yes. | should have just run away instead of taking over the orphanage” 

“Huh!?” 

Rose doubted her ears when she heard the incredibly implausible remark. 

According to the story, Panne had grown up in the orphanage. The then-current 
director had fallen ill, and she was the oldest one there at the time. It was said that 


Panne was to succeed them. 


But at the time, Panne had a companion she was in an intimate relationship with. 
He claimed to have been a merchant from a neighboring country. 


However, they were soon plunged into war with that neighboring country. 


“It was a long time ago. Would | stay at the orphanage, or would | elope with that 
man?” 


In the end, Panne chose the orphanage. 


“| wasn’t confident in my own feelings. | only realized it until after he was gone. 
How much did | need that man?” 


Panne looked up at the starry sky with distant eyes. 
“Um, that man...... v3 
“He died in the war” 


“Is that so...... 


The flowing atmosphere became solemn. 


“Don't get me wrong, I’m not blaming my present self. Plenty of children have 
nested from this place, which I’m very proud of. But even so, if | could return to that 
time, I’m almost certain | would follow him” 


Panne held no hesitation in her statement. 


“It’s important. Wondering about what you need, rather than whether you are 
needed or not. Don’t play it safe” 


Panne stood up from the window as the story concluded. 
“Um...... why did you tell me that story?” 
“Ufufu, well, why do you think?” 


Panne smiled playfully and descended downstairs. 
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“What am l...... : 
Rose muttered, whereupon Carmine’s face came to her mind. 
paitaee Huh? Huh??” 


Rose came back to her senses and hastily shook her head. She had terribly 
surprised herself. 


“Why Carmine?” 
“What about me?” 
“KYAA!” 


Suddenly hearing a voice, Rose’s heart turned over and she jumped up in 
surprise. However, she was on a slanted roof. 


“KYAAAAA|!!” 

She would soon fall off. 

“Ah—!! What are you—!!” 

Embraced by Carmine, Rose was just barely saved. 


However this time Carmine’s intense face was up close, causing her heart to run 
rampant for different reasons. 


“KY AAAAAAAA!” 


Rose voiced three shrill shrieks, and then immediately turned her back to hide 
her bright red face while cowering. The inside of her head was purely blank. 


“Hey, hey, you okay?” 


Carmine appeared puzzled. 


Rose repeatedly took deep breaths and slightly calmed herself. 

“You scream like a girl, I’m kinda surprised” 

“Mrrr, |am a girl!” 

Rose replied in a disheartened manner. She didn’t feel any ill will in it, but 
Carmine’s brief comment went too far, and pierced through her. Even Rose herself 


couldn’t understand why her feelings were so stirred up like that. 


Carmine showed a little surprise on his face and fixed his gaze on Rose. 


She did not know what was going on in the slightest, but since she was 
embarrassed by his stare, she could not keep her eyes entirely on him. 


However, Rose noticed that Carmine appeared different than usual. 


dete ? What's wrong? Why do you look so sad?” 


Carmine’s deep crimson eyes appeared to be visibly looking down for some 
reason. 


“Hm? Oh, well...... » 
Carmine sat down next to Rose. 


The sounds of insects swayed in the veil of night, currently breathing the same 
air as Carmine. 


The flow of time became loose. 
stokes My very existence seems to attract dangerous eyes” 


Rose tilted her head. She wondered if, perhaps his vague manner of speaking 
was related to his premonitions. 


“My premonitions can be avoided depending on potential actions, so it’s pretty 
almighty, isn’t it? It’s quite unclear when the incident | saw in that dream will come” 


Carmine’s expression stayed unsteady. 

aden Your incantations, they’re basically for spreading barriers, right?” 
“Yeah” 

“Is it also possible for it to work on the mind?” 

“It can, but...... ?” 

“Is that so...... 


Carmine was deep in thought. Unable to read the flow of the conversation, she 
truly did not understand what he wanted to say. 


“Do you think it’s cruel to take away memories?” 

“To erase memories?” 

Rose questioned him in surprise. Rose personally wanted nothing more than to 
erase her horrible memories, but even so, there were still things she did not wish to 
forget. 

“Damn, you’re just like me,” 

“Carmine...... 

Although she did not properly understand Carmine’s self-loathing, for some 
reason, Rose felt a certain gentleness in her. At the same time, her heart became filled 
with something like affection. 


Seeing Carmine in low spirits, she wanted to cheer him up. 


“He who laughs last, laughs best” 


With a blast of energy, Rose raised her eyes to Carmine as she spoke. 
pee Ah, that’s right” 


When Carmine was momentarily struck by emptiness, his eyes had been visibly 
monochrome, but know, he finally smiled with his usual vigorous face. 


Though they were in the dark, his smile couldn't help but be radiant. 


She wanted to voice for her desire for him to take her along. However, no matter 
what, she could not get the words out. 


Would she be a nuisance? The thought scared her. Not only was she persecuted 
herself, but the person she wanted to be with was unlikely to have the same problems 
as her. 


And above all else, Rose was terrified of rejection. If Carmine rejected her here, 
then— 


Rose was suddenly frightened by it all. 
She ended up quietly staying awake the whole night. 
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The Next Day— 


“She’s doing all right so far” 


From the front of the deck, Rose and Carmine were intently watching a particular 
airship. 


Before their eyes, the Asmodeus continued flying straight without wavering. 
“Chocolat is amazing!” 

“That's because it was me who trained her,” 

Carmine happily replied to Rose’s astonishment. 

They were currently in the midst of Carmine’s final test for Red and Chocolat. 
“But this isn’t very interesting...... 


Rose sensed something ominous in Carmine, who was quietly muttering to 
himself. 


“What are you thinking?” 


“Just about anyone can fly. | was wondering, how would she handle in the case 
of a little trouble, so | thought—” 


“You're right, but...... 
“What if | fired a rocket?” 
“W-Wait!!” 


From where he was, Carmine drew out a rocket launcher and placed it on his 
shoulder, determining his aim. 


As soon as Carmine had its sight in aim, the Asmodeus flying ahead began 
taking evasive maneuvers, as if panicked. 


“They were quick to notice before | shot...... 


“Hey idiot, the hell do you think you’re doing!!” 


Red’s angry shouting came flying from the Asmodeus’ loudspeaker. 
“Who's the idiot here? Spoken like a true brat!!” 


Without showing any hesitation, Carmine readily pressed the switch to fire, 
thrusting a compact warhead straight into the air. 


“Waah!! He seriously shot it!!” 
“Wh-What are you doing!!” 


As expected, Rose was surprised and tried to stop Carmine, but she was too 
late. 


The Asmodeus sharply turned, narrowly evading the rocket by a hair’s breadth. 
“Oh, well then...... i 

“What were you going to do if you hit them!!?” 

Rose forcibly grabbed the launcher from Carmine as he attempted to fire again. 


“It’s fine, it’s fine. They properly avoided it, didn’t they? Now then, how’s their 
fluctuation?” 


Carmine pulled out a small device in his hand, and pressed some sort of button. 
Then, a sound like Chocolat shouting became audible from the loudspeaker. 
“WAAAH, RED!! The control stick stopped responding~~” 

Rose widened her eyes, and looked clearly at the Asmodeus, and then Carmine. 
“Kehehe, | did a little work on it last night—” 


“AH!? They're going to crash into the island!! What are you going to do about 
this!?” 


Rose pointed at the Asmodeus as she pressed Carmine for an answer. 


“Who knows? | guess they’ll manage somehow” 

Carmine spoke lightly as if it were someone else’s problem. 

Then, Red appeared on the deck of the Asmodeus. He leapt to the main wing in 
its current condition, and began to move the flap manually. He gradually shifted its 


course away from a direct hit to the island. 


“Oh, that so? Excellent, excellent. In that case, what if the wave motion is like 
this?” 


Once more, Carmine pressed the switch on the device at hand, whereupon the 
rotation of the Asmodeus’ right propeller came to a stop. Its driving force was lost, and it 


was thrown off balance into a dutch roll. 


This time however, the Asmodeus wasn’t thrown into a state of confusion, as it 
dealt with the lowering altitude by entering into gliding mode. 


“Oh, will you clear this, too?” 
“DAAAAH, Master, you jerk!! Cut it out!!” 


Red’s angry voice was directly heard from afar. Red jumped up and down on top 
of the main wing while he stuck his middle finger out at Carmine. 


“No, no, this is just me expressing my love!” 
Carmine looked to be having fun. 


“But, it’s much more enjoyable to clear it this way, rather than by something so 
simple, isn’t it?” 


“Knock it off. You’re overdoing it” 


She came to the conclusion that their final test had most likely lost sight of its 
purpose. 


“Don’t worry, that was it” 


They had already begun returning to the orphanage located in the small sky 
island. In addition, they had little flight fuel remaining. 


aden. Tch, | guess it can’t be helped” 
Carmine shrugged his shoulders in disappointment. 
“Chocolat passed” 


Together with Carmine’s declaration, the Asmodeus had recovered from its 
commotion, and they flew with the sunset behind them. 


It was then. 

“GRH—!!” 

Carmine's expression tightened. 

Rose also felt traces of his senses. 

Seen It’s come” 

The relaxed atmosphere changed completely. 

Carmine jumped upon the Main Gauche he kept nearby on standby. 
“Ah— You’re—!!” 


The shocked voice of Red reverberated through the loudspeaker. Two familiar 
Robos were standing in front of the Asmodeus in flying mode. 


Riding on the back of the Robos were two people who were Hybrids at the 
facility, just like Rose. 


He was certain the names of the glamorous woman and the expressionless man 
were Rouge and Vermillion. 


“Did you come to get beaten again?” 


Red’s exceptionally unabashed voice was meant to provoke them. 


However, both Rouge and Vermillion had an atmosphere about them that was 
completely different from the previous times. 


It appeared they were able to suppress their bloodlust, especially since they 
hadn't been provoked, and gave off a sort of preparedness. 


“There’s no point in our existence if we cannot be of use to that man” 


Immediately after Rouge said that, the mouth of Vermillion’s Robo glowed and 
released high-energy bullets. 


The Asmodeus was grazed, only just barely evading the bullets as they pierced 
the ground. 


Rose leaned her body out of the deck’s handrail, and peered at the ground. 
“Ah, the orphanagel!!” 


The orphanage was blown away without a trace. The ground was gouged out like 
a Crater. 


“I’m sorry. | didn’t mean to aim there” 

“Don’t worry. None of the children were over there, so they weren't killed” 
Carmine said in a hushed voice. 

Rouge showed no hesitation today. 

Nevertheless, Rose was unable to comprehend what Rouge was saying. 
“You're both just being used as tools. Why can’t you see that?” 


“We tools have pride in being used as tools. Unlike you, who are all too quick to 
flee 


“| don’t want to die yet. | wish to see more of the various things in this world” 


“Where’s the value in such a world? Where in this defective world? The poor are 
persecuted and the weak are preyed on by the strong. Where in a world like this?” 


“You're only looking at it from one perspective” 


“What's the point? Seeing the world won't change a thing. Did the world accept 
you?” 


“That’s...... : 
Involuntarily, Rose was at a loss for words. 
gees But that’s not all there is to it” 

That's right, the world had many different faces to it. Although Rose often 
displayed her stoic side, she also showed a surprisingly optimistic aspect of her. 
Otherwise, she would have died in a gutter long ago. 

“We will change the world. We possess the power to do so” 

Rouge spoke determined. 

“Rouge, talking about it any further is useless” 

Vermillion, who had kept quiet until then, called out to Rouge. 


“Right. From the beginning, it was pointless to think they could understand us” 


As Rouge replied, the two Robos began to glow. They then began transforming 
in a frenzy, as if they were organically intertwined like a living being. 


“Wh-What is this?” 


The sight chilled the muscles along Rose’s spine. The malicious-looking surge bit 
at her skin. 


“That’s...... ; 


Carmine was speechless. 


While floating in the sky, the Robos in which Rouge and Vermillion operated 
transformed into something gigantic that seemed to rival the Asmodeus in size. 


Its presence overwhelmed its surroundings. 
“Gran Guivre!” 
Rouge’s audible voice was captured from the middle of it. 


6 pairs of huge talons, and a tail full of thorns grotesquely squirmed around. Its 
shiny, metallic body glew with with a venomous-looking dark purple on its surface. 


The chill running down Rose’s back informed her of the enormous Robo’s 
viciousness. She realized that the situation had changed completely. 


The Gran Guivre soundlessly rushed down on the Asmodeus. 
“Huh—!?” 


Rose doubted her own eyes. Despite its large body, it moved with incredible 
speed. 


“Tch, it's here—” 

Carmine left Rose with those words as he mounted the Main Gauche and 
jumped below the Asmodeus. 

“Hey!!” 

Forcefully landing on the main wing of the Asmodeus, Carmine slashed the Gran 
Guivre’s talons with the Main Gauche’s sword. Many pale sparks scattered, staining the 


evening shine. 


“This is crazy!” 


On top of the Asmodeus which could not make tight turns easily, he found it 
insane to be fighting an opponent so gigantic. 


Carmine’s Main Gauche raged on with the Gran Guivre’s talons. 
“Carmine—!!” 
Rose hastily casted her protection magic, and put her incantations into action. 


A large barrier surrounded the Asmodeus, negating all physical attacks for a brief 
period of time. 


However, it was a trap. 


The Gran Guivre closed its eyes to the Asmodeus and suddenly turned around. 
Then, a large talon tore through the deck of the Asmodeus that Rose was on. 


“Kuuh—!!” 

Rose had been so concentrated on her magic that she was unable to avoid it. 
Rose was dragged off of the handrail into the Gran Guivre’s talons. 

“We've seized her!!” 

The voices of Rouge and Vermillion overlapped and echoed with each other. 

“Rose!! Damn it—!!” 

“Rose!!” 

“Don't...... follow...... 
The talons that bit into Rose’s body were unyielding. 


“gak—” 


Furthermore her rib cage was being pressed down hard, forcing her breathing to 
come to a stop. The pressure from the blood gathered in her upper body made her head 
feel a splitting pain. 


“Everyone...... escape...... 


The Asmodeus approached to rescue Rose, but was intercepted by the talons of 
the Gran Guivre each time it attempted to do so. 


Even so, Chocolat strenuously piloted the Asmodeus. 


However, from the Asmodeus’ blind spot, the Gran Guivre’s arm was swung 
down. 


“Chocolat, you mustn't!!” 


Rose quickly attempted to chant defensive magic, but was instantly stopped. 
With the sound of cracking, the talons bit further into her ribs. 


“Don't do anything unnecessary” 


The intentions of Rouge and Vermillion directly resounded in Rose’s head. 
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“Rose—” 


On the deck of the Asmodeus, Red was unable to do a thing, except merely 
watch Rose’s suffering. 


Rose protected the Asmodeus with defensive magic. 
Chocolat continued to desperately fly the Asmodeus. 


Carmine continued to perform feats of repelling the talons and slicing the light 
bullets. 


This one person couldn't do a thing. 


The inside of his temple felt dull and began to ache. Blood streamed from his 
chewed lips. 


His heart was in absolutely agonizing pain, and his consciousness became 
distant with regret. 


Then, a mysterious voice left from the back of Red’s throat. His blood began to 
clamor tremendously. 





Carmine was tormented with intense worry. He recalled the outcome of his 
prophetic dream. 


“I can do this!” 


While Carmine repelled the talons with his sword, he shouted to encourage 
himself. 


However, he had no choice but admit the situation was gradually getting worse 
and worse. 


The Gran Guivre’s severe strikes were persistent. Its talons gleamed, its long tail 
swung down, and high-energy bullets were fired from its mouth. 


It was astounding that the Asmodeus still continued to fly. Chocolat’s sense for 
piloting was probably natural to her, but even that had its limits. 


“Rose, hold on—” 


Rose’s lost blood caused her face to appear drained. 


Rose appeared many times in Carmine’s premonitions, where they traveled 
together in foreign lands. That's why she couldn't die in a place like this. 


However, the future could be altered, and the past can’t be rewound. The state of 
the fluctuating flow of time could change with the most minor of occurrences 


The dream that Carmine saw was just a single possibility. 

His impatience grew stronger. 

(aes Where did | make a mistake?) 

Where in the world did the flow change? No, that’s not it. That’s not right. The 
flow hadn’t changed. Carmine could alter the current flow from now. Otherwise, the path 
to the future won't be opened. 

However, no such solution was found. 


“Damn,” 


Carmine continued to swing his sword in desperate thought, thinking about how 
to change the flow of time. 


There was no time left for such thoughts. 

In the Gran Guivre’s mouth, dazzling light accumulated. 
“That’s...... : 

Cold sweat streamed out of his whole body. 


That light would soon pierce through the bridge. A hopeless scene played out in 
the back of his eyes. 


Coie change the flow) 


Carmine scraped together the strength in his whole body. 


“GAAAAHHHH—” 


With a loud roar, Carmine operated the Main Gauche, and threw himself at the 
mouth of the Gran Guivre. 
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“Huh! ?” 
Rose widened her eyes. Her previously fading consciousness became clear. 


Carmine sprung up, and a talon came closing in, twisting its whole body as he 
passed over. 


The malicious talon ripped off his robe, struck off his hat, and grazed the tip of his 
nose. 


“Huuuh!?” 


Carmine’s nose was swept away. However, there was no stream of blood, nor 
did he show any signs of pain. 


And above all else, he had no ears or tail. 


When the talon tore apart the robe and Carmine’s figure was exposed, Rose had 
been unable to stop the goosebumps on her body. 


“The same...... as me!?” 


There were no ears, no tail, and no fur. There wasn't even a long nose. It was 
undoubtedly the same figure as Rose. 


Energy enough to shake the atmosphere filled the Gran Guivre. 


And just as the high-energy bullets were released from the mouth of the Gran 
Guivre, simultaneously, Carmine launched a kick to close it shut. 


Losing its destination, the energy triggered a large explosion near the Gran 
Guivre’s head. 


“CARMINE—!!” 


Rose’s high-pitched scream shook the sky. 
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“WAAAAAAH, MASTER—!!” 

Red’s legs trembled at the sight before his eyes. His teeth chattered. 
Following the glaring flash of light, scorching heat rose up. 

“It’s a lie...... 


Red’s vision was stained scarlet. Something hidden within the depths of his head 
began to overflow. 


*thump* *thump* *thump* 


Time came to a stop as everything slowed down, conversely, Red’s heartbeat 
and thinking rate accelerated beyond its limits. 


ee. Lose......Control......— 


The color of the world became altered. 
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At the time Rose screamed, something unexpectedly jumped out from the 
Asmodeus. 


Even in the face of a situation where she was likely to lose her sanity due to 
Carmine’s suicide attack, the anomaly boasted a presence that could not be ignored. 


“Wh-What is—?” 


On her skin, Rose felt a sign that the air had become twisted. 


There was a large hole in the deck of the Asmodeus. It was not caused by an 
outside attack, but instead showed traces of being torn from the inside. 


“What?” 

Her head couldn't keep track of all the rapid developments. 

It had jumped out of the Asmodeus, and crossed eyes with Rose. 

“Huh!? Is that......Red?” 

It must have been Red that jumped out of the Asmodeus. 

The issue, however, was that Red was in the same Hybrid form as Rose. 


Furthermore, Red also wore mysterious parts around his whole body that 
emanated tremendous energy as he approached the Gran Guivre. 


“Is that......the DAHAK?” 
Red glided at a tremendous speed. 
“Ah— Carmine!?” 


At the end of where Red was heading toward, the worn-out figure of Carmine fell. 
It appeared that at the moment of the explosion, he had withdrawn at the last second. 


As Red grabbed Carmine in his arms while gliding, the Asmodeus caught up and 
carried the two. 


Meanwhile, the Gran Guivre had lost most of its head, and its movements 
became dull. 


“No way, he’s a Hybrid?” 


“The AZI Series...... 2 


Vermillion and Rouge’s dismayed voices echoed in far away heads. 
“pant*pant*, by the way, this guy is...... also one of the Numbered” 
Carmine gasped his words while on top of the Asmodeus’ deck. 
Once again, Red jumped into the sky with a vacant expression. 


Each time Red and the Gran Guivre crossed each other, one-by-one, the talons 
of the Gran Guivre broke off. 


“I-Impossible— The Gran Guivre is being overwhelmed...... 7 

A cry sounding like it came from Rouge was heard in the airspace. 
“AGH—!!” 

The Gran Guivre was momentarily distracted by Red. 


Carmine, who was on the Main Gauche, severed the nails that were grasping 
Rose. 


He caught Rose, who had finally become free. Simultaneously, the Asmodeus 
slipped in to become a landing platform for the two people. 


“You alright?” 

“Nh, Carmine...... 

Involuntarily, Rose’s became stuck on her words, and she wanted to cry. She 
was grateful, of course, but she wanted to chide Carmine, who acted rash to save 
everyone. 


“Whew, | guess you won't die” 


With Carmine smirking and saying those words in his worn-out condition, Rose’s 
heart shook, and her vision dimmed. 


When she had almost lost it, what was the most important thing to her? Rose had 
realized it. 
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The Asmodeus landed on the small island nearby. 


Chocolat had used up all of her energy. A 5-year-old girl had managed to do all 
of that piloting, after all. It was only natural. 


“chirpl” 
“Belle—!!” 


The bellbird that had become Rose’s pet a few days ago flew down on her 
shoulder. 


She was worried that it might have been caught in the explosion at the 
orphanage, but it seemed to be fine. 


The battle between Red and the Gran Guivre continued to rage on in the sky. 
“GYAAAAAA” 


The screams of Rouge and Vermillion’s demonic tower could be heard in the 
distance.. 


The Gran Guivre’s limbs were ripped off, its talons lost, and its long tail severed. 
Its whole body was full of holes, and couldn’t even stay afloat until it finally struck the 
floating island. 

Even so, Red didn’t stop his attacks, and strongly persisted instead. 


pate: ? Isn’t that stange?” 


“This is bad. He’s losing control,” 


Red’s hollow expression was warped into what appeared to be pain. 

However, Carmine’s knees gave out in exhaustion. Because of the explosion, his 
body was badly injured. With his injuries, it was incredible that he was even able to 
maintain consciousness. 

“Leave this to me” 

Rose reined in Carmine, and gradually approached Red. 

She soon spread a barrier around Red and his surroundings. Red, who was 
losing control of himself, seemed to be unaware of the situation, which made it simpler 


to entrap him. 


The barrier’s net narrowed, taking away his free movement. It was exactly like 
that time ago, except for the amount of pressure being exerted. 


“AILIEEE—!!” 
In the end, Red was binded and unable to move. 


Then, however, the parts that covered Red’s whole body vanished. They then 
proceeded to reconstitute into an ordinary Robo. 


“Huh!?” 


Because of that, the barrier’s net became loose, and Red lunged directly at 
Rose. Suddenly, a large blade swung at her head. 


The blade’s speed was like that of a draft. 


Instantly, Rose’s whole body grew hot as if it were boiling. On the verge of being 
beheaded, Rose drove her fist into the side of the blade. 


*SNAP* 


With an especially dry sound, the blade snapped in two. As it flew to kingdom 
come, the tip of the broken blade cut straight into Red’s nose. 


ere That’s? Rose!?” 

As he blinked his eyes, Red’s sanity returned to him. 

“I, what the...... Wh-What is this!? Nh— GAAAAAH—” 

“R-Red—” 

Red desperately attempted to suppress his raging body. 

“As expected, he still can’t control it yet” 

Carmine arrived at the scene, despite staggering. 

“Can't control it?” 

“If he goes on another rampage like just now, he’ll end up destroying himself” 
“That’s.....” 


Rose hurriedly held down Red’s body with magic. His entire body was suffering 
from convulsions. 


“| don’t know what triggered it like this. It would be best to contain all the factors 
that caused his Trance” 


There, Rose recalled what Carmine had said the night before. 
“Do you mean erasing his memories?” 


Carmine nodded with a heavy expression. Due to his premonitions, he had 
known what to do. 


“*pant*pant* memories...... You don’t mean me......do you?” 
Rose and Carmine had no answer to Red’s question. 


“Gah, w-wait a minute—” 


With rough breathing, Red attempted to catch up to Carmine, but his foot 
movements came to an immediate stop. 


“It would be best to erase the memory of this past month involving Hybrids” 


Rose was saddened at the prospect of sealing away the memories of Red 
meeting her from within him. 


However, she could find no other suitable measures. 
BS eens please......stop” 


“Listen carefully. The next time you rampage, like when you were unable to 
control yourself just now, the first victim is going to be Chocolat” 


He thought it was a manipulative way to talk, but it was likely true. If Red lost 
control again, he would almost certainly soearnead somewhere familiar to him. 


“But, | don't want to forget...... Because l...... Rose...... 
Red’s face became stained with tears. 


“It'll be alright. When | seal your memory, it won't be permanent. If we see each 
other again, you'll be able to remember immediately” 


The seal was nearing completion. 

“Really? Then promise me!! You have to come see me, Rose!!” 
“Yes, | understand. | promise. By my tail” 

“You don't...... have a tail...... 
Red laughed with tears in his eyes. 


“*pant*pant* now Master can go wherever he wants” 


“Hahahaha, | thought you hated me” 

“BU isiei as *pant*pant* someday, someday I'll be able to compete with you...... 
“Oh? I’m looking forward to it” 

Carmine folded his arms and looked at Red from above. 

Red’s face showed anguish as he undauntedly stared back at Carmine. 

“| have to be this world’s savior, don’t 1? There’s no way I'll lose to you, Master” 
While Red was dripping in cold sweat, he gave a self-assured smile. 


“That’s a fine face. Unless you lose that smile, you’re not gonna be losing to 
anybody” 


“Hehe—” 


Those were the final words they exchanged with Red. The seal had completed, 
and Red was sleeping gently. 


As to prevent any traces of memory discrepancy, Chocolat would also need the 
seal applied to her in order to lose all worry of Red losing control. 


“?’m giving the Asmodeus to you. It'll be your birthday present” 


pede But, when he wakes up, he’s sure to be surprised. His master will have left 
behind the Asmodeus, and a big scar will be on his nose” 


“If it's Red, he'll be fine. No matter what, he’s my apprentice” 
Carmine powerfully declared as he gazed at him from the distance. He was 
happy with where he was profiling him from. Perhaps there was a chance that Red’s 


future may come to light. 


“There’s those two...... 


Both Rouge and Vermillion were faintly breathing and crawling on the ground in 
their Caninu forms. 


Rose looked down at the two. 
“Permitting failure for the 3rd time, He won't be generous” 
Rose said while looking the the remains of the Gran Guivre. 


If it were useful, He would used it. If it couldn’t stand, He would dispose of it. As 
far as that man was concerned, there was nothing more or less. 


“Just kill me, dammit. There’s no more meaning to me living like this” 
In Rouge’s provocative breath, she had truly given up. 


“| would like to see more of the world. Even just watching sunsets like this, | think 
that’s a good enough reason to live for” 


Everything was dyed in red. The sky, the clouds, and a small amount of the land 
melted together. 


Rouge and Vermillion were captivated by the overwhelming sunset as it colored 
the world. 


“You two have just acquired freedom for the first time. Now you don’t have to live 
for the sake of Him, but for yourselves” 


Now the two of them had no choice but to decide things for themselves. They 
had no choice but to find the answers for themselves. 
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“So what are you going to do?” 


Rose recalled Panne’s words. 


And then she remembered the words she told Rouge and Vermillion. 


—What she needed for herself. 


Rose lifted her face and looked straight at Carmine. She could no longer look 
down. 


“| want to stay with you. When you performed your suicide attack, | thought my 
heart would break in half. | don’t want to feel like that anymore” 


She was not lieing, those were her honest feelings. She would walk on her own 
feet. She would choose the way to go with her own eyes. 


“So | will follow you” 


Upon escaping from the facility, Rose was newly reborn. This time, she would 
live for herself. 


Rose ascertained that she could endure the trembling of her limbs. 
Then, Carmine’s lips broadly curved into a twisted grin. 

“If that’s the case, put this on—” 

“Ah—” 

Presented with an artificial nose and ears, Rose dotted her eyes. 
However, with how ridiculous it looked, she naturally dropped her mouth. 


She could not believe she had never noticed Carmine's disguise for such a long 
time. 


“That’s a fine face” 


While saying that, Carmine gave Rose his best smile as he took her hand and 
pointed it directly North. 


“Well then, shall we first head to Abyssina?” 
“Abyssina?” 


Beyond where Carmine pointed, a floating island separate from the Shepherd 
Republic was spread out. 


“To look for your true parents” 
“My parents...... 
“l’ll properly ask you, my partner,” 
“Yeah!!” 


Perhaps because of the clouds being illuminated by the sunset’s afterglow, 
Rose’s cheeks were dyed red. 


For the first time in her life, Rose’s face displayed the very best smile she had 
ever had. 


(END) 


